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parallel bars in the company of a perfectly formed lad of
about seventeen. Marie recognised the youth as the
impersonator oiAmor, and was fascinated by his beauty.
" Here's Frau Stanin," whispered Mociusko. " She's
our teacher of physical culture. She's Russian, but was
trained in Sweden and has worked with Vronsky for
years. Her husband's stage-manager, and Vronsky
calls the Stanins his right and left hands. You'll like her."
As soon as he had introduced Marie to Sonia Stanin,
Mociusko hurried away to his office and, as Frau Stanin
bade her sit down and wait, Marie had time to observe
the physical culturist, Sonia Stanin was a slim, willowy
creature whose body, despite her forty-eight years, was
almost as flexible as that of a flapper. She wore the
same scanty attire as the girls, for Vronsky, like the
sun-bathing advocates of to-day, believed that when
men and women are accustomed to see each other
unclothed, their baser animal instincts are subordinated
and their senses unperturbed by the absence of covering
in the opposite sex.
Having allotted the students their special tasks, Frau
Stanin showed Marie into a large, well warmed dressing-
room and bade her disrobe. " You understand that you
must undress completely for the test," said Frau Stanin,
" but you needn't feel shy, I'll be on the stage with you
and both my husband and Herr Vronsky, who'll examine
you and take your measurements, are utterly impersonal
in their scrutiny. They think no more of naked girls
than painters who specialize in nude studies. Fll give
you the drawings of the figure you've to represent.
Each candidate is allowed a quarter-of-an-hour to study
them before going to the green-room. You'll see
further pictures on the stage to refresh your memory."
Marie gazed eagerly at die pictures. Was there any
possibility of her being able to represent this figure of
a Bacchante ? She heaved a sigh of relief as she noticed
that there seemed nothing very difficult about the pose.